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A “Star” In Its Own Class
For more than 100 years the name Mercedes has stood

for the most innovative automobile brand in the world.

When “Daimler-Motoren-Gesellschaft” delivered the first

Mercedes on December 22, 1900, it marked the beginning

of a dynamic deve-

lopment defined

by technical per-

fection, high stan-

dards of quality,

innovative strength

and a host of auto-

mobile legends.

In 1998, Daimler-Benz AG and the Chrysler Corporation

merged – two companies with long traditions, having

been instrumental in shaping the history of the automobile

throughout the past. Today, more than 360,000 people

around the world work for DaimlerChrysler AG.

As Good As New
DaimlerChrysler AG sold 3.85 million passenger cars

and approximately 501,000 commercial vehicles

worldwide in fiscal year 2003 and earned EUR 135.4

billion in sales. One source of these sales that is not to

be underestimated is the sale of used company cars that

are equipped with many high-quality extras, are well

cared for, receive excellent servicing and meet very high

quality standards.

The Internet As The Sales Channel
In selling used company cars, sales via the Internet

(mercedes-benz.de, autoscout24.de, mobile.de etc.) are

rapidly becoming more popular. A professional imaging

process was devised to promote this development and

to provide a perfect presentation of these high-quality

vehicles. And DaimlerChrysler chose to use network

cameras from MOBOTIX.

Network Video: Top-Of-The-Line Cars
On The Internet

MOBOTIX
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Too Much Work
Before the used company cars appear on the Internet,

the vehicles are thoroughly overhauled, any visual

blemishes are eliminated and they are photographed.

This standard procedure is performed at the

DaimlerChrysler vehicle reconditioning locations in

Fellbach, Sindelfingen and Untertürkheim in Germany.

Originally, these vehicles were photographed with a

regular digital camera and the photos were then put

onto the Internet.

“Unfortunately, however, these photos

were not up to the professional

standards that our customers are

accustomed to,” explained Peter

Gruner, head of sales. “The pictures

did not have any kind of uniform look.

And the corresponding vehicle data

had to be added manually. In view of

the increasing number of vehicles sold

via the Internet, this task just got too work-intensive.”

A search was launched to find a solution that would

largely automate the entire process and deliver high-

quality photos for the Internet. A systems supplier

developed special imaging software that automatically

allocates all the sales-relevant vehicle information to the

original photo - a very intelligent way to present these

cars on the Internet.

Brilliant And Robust
What was needed was a camera that not only shoots

brilliant photographs, but that can also be easily

integrated into the network.

During their research, the employees at the systems

supplier stumbled across the MOBOTIX technology.

Thomas Seeliger, owner of Sit-Livecam (www.sit-

livecam.de) and a MOBOTIX partner, then received an

opportunity to present the network camera made by

the Kaiserslautern-based company with its versatile

range of features and uses. The concept was convincing,

the camera met all the requirements, and so the decision

was made to integrate the MOBOTIX solution into the

imaging process. The software and the camera were

adjusted to make a perfect match.

Uniform Photo Sets
First, however, it was necessary to build uniform photo

sets with identical image backgrounds and outstanding

The Perfect Presentation

More than 10,000 used company cars are sold each year.

Mobile photo
station equipped
with a MOBOTIX
camera.
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Uniform photo sets make a uniform statement. The photos taken by the MOBOTIX camera displayed with the
vehicle data on the computer screen (bottom right).

lighting at all three locations to ensure a consistent

presentation of the vehicles. The cameras were then

mounted on a mobile photo station with a monitor and

connected directly to the LAN. Despite these efforts to

create photos with a standardized look, the same

question came up again and again: How can vehicles

of different types, sizes, shapes and colors all be

photographed so that each vehicle is best presented

and all the photos have a uniform, professional look

without having to invest a lot of time and money?

“We had to find a ‘photo compromise’,” explained Thomas

Seeliger. “We defined the vehicle positioning, the angle

at which the photo is taken, the position of the photo

station and set-up of the spotlights once, so that we

would get the best possible photo every time – regardless

of whether it was an A-class car or an SLK in front of the

camera. Just two http command variations had to be

integrated into the program, simplifiying the entire

handling process enormously.”

Facts And Figures
To take the vehicle pictures, the MOBOTIX camera is

used as a web cam. The camera delivers the current

live image of the vehicle parked in the correct position

via http access to the integrated web server. This process

is comparable to pressing the camera’s shutter release

when taking a shot. The live image is retrieved from the

web cam every three seconds and it appears on the

computer screen. The operator then stores the current

image of the used company car along with the

corresponding vehicle data on a web server with a click

of a mouse, which ensures that the information is stored

directly on the right Internet platform.

The quality of the MOBOTIX images corresponds to that

of a digital camera. To get your own first-hand impression

of the uniform, professional look of the vehicle

presentation, simply click on www.mercedes-benz.de

➤ Gebrauchtfahrzeuge ➤ PKW ➤ Online-Suche ➤

Fahrzeugbestand: ➤ Werkswagen on the Internet.

Improved Chances
DaimlerChrysler is very happy with the results. Head of

Sales Peter Gruner commented: “Thanks to MOBOTIX

technology, we have found an efficient and stable, yet

still user-friendly way to take the best possible photos of

our used company cars – and that improves our chances

of selling them on the Internet considerably.”
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High Resolution For Sharp Images
All MOBOTIX cameras are high-resolution cameras with

integrated image storage and 960 lines (1280x960 pixels)

resolution. The stored image thus contains 12 time more

detail for creating zoomed sections of the image than

regular cameras with 240 or 288 lines (CIF, 2CIF). This is

why one single MOBOTIX camera with a 90° wide-angle

lens is sufficient to monitor an entire room and yet provides

more detailed images than traditional technology. The

MOBOTIX Day/Night cameras feature zero maintenance

with one color and one B/W image sensor.

Intelligent Storage Technology Uses Fewer DVRs
The new, decentralized storage technology pioneered by

MOBOTIX reduces the number of recorders that store the

smooth high-resolution video by up to 90%. 40 cameras

store smooth video streams including audio on a single

PC, each managing its own ring buffer and database.

Intelligent search features provide swift access to the

stored events. There is no software required for storing

and managing video, eliminating license fees and the

need for expensive software. Event-controlled recording

and automatic increase of frame rates upon detecting

movements drastically reduce the storage requirements.

Low Power Consumption Means Enormous Savings
Since MOBOTIX cameras are anti-fogging, do not require

heating and only use 3 Watts each, power can be injected

into the network cabling using standard PoE products,

year round. This drastically reduces the amount of cables

and the power requirements for backup power.

MOBOTIX AG

Security Vision Systems

Luxemburger Straße 6

D-67657 Kaiserslautern

Tel.: +49 (631) 3033-103

Fax: +49 (631) 3033-190

E-Mail: sales@mobotix.com

www.mobotix.com

MOBOTIX Technology –
Cost Savings in Every Aspect
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Integrated Telephone Features
All MOBOTIX IT and Secure models feature bidirectional

audio support. The built-in microphone and loudspeaker

are used for live audio transmissions and storage pur-

poses. Voice messages with PIN confirmation and call

forwarding via IP or ISDN telephony have been integrated

as well. Using the switch outputs, you can switch lights

or open doors from the phone or from the computer.

Robust and Well-Protected
The fiberglass-reinforced housing is shockproof and the

SecureFlex mount protects the network cabling as it

completely conceals the cables (M12/D12 models).

Weatherproof (IP65) from –30° to +60°C (-22° to +140°F).

High Return on Investment
Since the number of cameras and storage capacity are

freely scalable and any kind of data connection can be

used (ISDN, DSL, Ethernet, Wireless, GSM, copper, optical),

MOBOTIX means high ROI, even years after installing.

State-Of-The-Art Technology
Developed and manufactured in Kaiserslautern, Germany,

MOBOTIX produces image-storing weatherproof high-

resolution cameras, including lens and wall/ceiling mount

for as little as 598 EUR excl. VAT. To date, more than

100,000 cameras have been sold worldwide.

M12 Day/Night M22 Mono/CF

D12 Dual-FixdomeD12 Dual-Fixdome
Outdoor

Download MxViewer alarm management software free of charge.
30 cameras with 30 fps each, layout editor, remote alert notification
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Motion
detector

Microphone

Two image sensors for 180°
panorama images


